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1. THE EMBASSY HAS NEVER NOMINATED A GUARDIA OFFICER FOR 

A LEADER GRANT AND REGARDS THE VALLEJOS NOMINATION IS AN ATTEMPT 
TO COME TO TERMS WITH NICARAGUAN REALITIES. A NUMBER OF UPPER- 
LEVEL CIVILIAN POSITIONS ARE OCCUPIED BY THE MILITARY. THE 
MINISTERS OF DEFENSE AND FINANCE, AND THE VICE MINISTERS OF 
EDUCATION, DEFENSE AND FINANCE ARE RETIRED GUARDIA OFFICERS. 

THE DIRECTORS OF RADIO, CIVIL AVIATION AND TELECOMMUNICATIONS AS 
WELL AS THE CHIEF OF POLICE ARE OFFICERS ON ACTIVE DUTY. 

2. WHILE IT IS STILL TOO EARLY IN HIS CAREER FOR HIM TO HOLD SUCH 
POSITIONS, THE EMBASSY FEELS THAT VALLEJOS WILL PROBABLY DO SO AT 
A LATER STAGE IN HIS CAREER. THE LAW DEGREE FOR WHICH HE 
WORKED DURING HIS OFF-DUTY HOURS, HIS SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION 

OF A CRIMINAL INVESTIGATOR COURSE AND AN INFANTRY RANGER COURSE 
IN THE UNITED STATES AND OF AN AIRBORNE COURSE IN THE 
CANAL ZONE, HIS PREVIOUS ASSIGNMENT TO THE GUARD IA'S ELITE 
COMBAT UNIT, AND HIS PRESENT DUTIES AS TACTICAL OFFICER IN THE 
MILITARY ACADEMY ATTEST TO HIS ABILITY AND AMBITION. THIS LAST 
DUTY IS CRITICAL TO THE TRAINING OF MILITARY CADETS AND ONLY THOSE 
WHO ARE RECOGNIZED AS POSSESSING TALENT AND THE BEST TRAITS OF 
CHARACTER AND INTEGRITY ARE SELECTED. IN THIS CAPACITY HE EXERTS 
CONSIDERABLE INFLUENCE ON THE GUARDIA’ S FUTURE OFFICERS. SINCE 
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PERMANENT MILITARY TRIBUNAL WHICH WAS ESTABLISHED TO ADJUDICATE 
CERTAIN CASES UNDER THE PRESENT STATE OF MARTIAL LAW. THE 
FACT THAT HE IS THE SON-IN-LAW OF MAJOR GENERAL ALFONSO PEREZ, 
PAYMASTER GENERAL OF THE GUARDIA AND A TRUSTED MILITARY 
COMMANDER CLOSE TO GENERAL SOMOZA WILL ALSO AID HIS 
ADVANCEMENT. VALLEJOS’ RANK OF LIEUTENANT CANNOT BE EQUATED 
WITH THE U.S. RANK. TIME-IN-GRADE IS MUCH LONGER IN 
NICARAGUA. GENERAL SOMOZA'S MOST TRUSTED AIDE, WHO IS IN 
HIS MIDDLE FORTIES, HAS JUST BEEN PROMOTED TO MAJOR. BY 
NICARAGUAN STANDARDS VALLEJOS IS ADVANCING AT A BETTER-THAN- 
AVERAGE RATE. 

3. BY SENDING VALLEJOS TO THE UNITED STATES ON A LEADER GRANT. 

THE EMBASSY WOULD NOT BE ATTEMPTING TO CHANGE HIS GENERAL 
ATTITUDE TOWARDS THE U.S. SYSTEM, WHICH IS ALREADY POSITIVE. 
RATHER, BY EXPOSING VALLEJOS AND OFFICERS LIKE HIM TO U.S. CULTURE 
AND SOCIETY WHILE THEY ARE STILL IN A "FORMATIVE PROCESS," 

THE EMBASSY CAN EXERT A HUMANIZING AND "TNTF.T .1 .F.CTI TAT .17, TNG" 

FORCE ON AN INSTITUTION THAT WILL PLAY A KEY ROLE IN ALL ASPECTS OF 
NICARAGUAN LIFE FOR YEARS TO COME. 

4. VALLEJOS HAS ALREADY BEEN TO THE U.S. AND PANAMA ON MAP 
FUNDS AND IS NOT ELIGIBLE FOR ANY MORE TRAINING UNDER THE MAP 
PROGRAM AT THIS STAGE OF HIS CAREER. 

SHELTON 
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